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AG EDUCATION | ANIMAL HEALTH

University offers
new degree

University of Alberta | Program intended to
provide strong foundation in animal health

BY MARY MACARTHUR

CAMROSE BUREAU

The University of Alberta has
launched a new animal health
degree designed to give students a
broad foundation for careers in ani-
mal health.

Larkin Joevenazzo, afirstyear stu-
dent in the program, hopes to
become aveterinarian.

The new degree fulfils the require-
ments to apply for veterinary medi-
cine.

“IfIdon’tgetin, I have a degreein
the animal health field,” said Joeve-
nazzo of Calgary. ,

Craig Wilkinson, chair of the pro-
gram in the faculty of agricultural,
life and environmental sciences,
said the degree gives students a
strong foundation.

The degree program has three
majors: food animals, companion
and performance animals and food
safety and quality.

Food animal majors receive a base
in the biology and production of
dairy, beef, poultry and swine and
the connection to food industries
and the environment.

If I don’t get in, I have a degree
in the animal health field.

LARKIN JOEVENAZZO
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA STUDENT

Students in companion and perfor-
mance animal courses focus on dogs,
cats, horses and exotic pets and
develop knowledge of nutrition,
behaviour, reproduction and the
human-animal bond.

Food safety and quality offers an
expansive view of the food industry,
giving students an understanding of
the entire chain from on-farm hus-
bandry oflivestock to food process-
ing, including food microbiologyand
quality assurance.

Joevenazzo said graduates have a
number of career options from work-
ing in pharmaceutical sales, food
safety and quality assurance pro-
grams to livestock production regu-
lations.

The first classes began this fall with
77 students enrolled.
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Puppets tell
farm story

Happy the horse and Faith watch
Cuddles lay an egg during a
puppet show at a Saskatoon
elementary school Oct., 19.
Where’d That Come From? is
produced by the Farm Animal
Council of Saskatchewan and Wide
Open Theatrical Escapades and is
touring communities around the
province. | WILLIAM DEKAY PHOTOS




